
Tourists flock to the Azores for the feeling of isolation

and the stunning natural landscape: the beautiful lakes,

pristine sandy beaches, rolling hills, green plains and

crystal blue ocean.

Being surrounded by amazing artworks just adds to the

magic of the place.

Indeed, visitors and the local community are encouraged

to interact with the artists and ask them about their work

during the regular open days, where the artists present

their work publicly.

The aim is to bring the local people closer to the artists

and to create a bond between the artists and the island.

It is fascinating for tourists to see the creative process at

work, to look at a work of art – a painting or sculpture

for example – unfold in front of their eyes while they are

holidaying on the island.

The Pico do Refúgio has a wonderful history but is

always looking forward.

PICO ART RESIDENCY

Located in the stunning setting of São Miguel Island, Azores, the Pico do Refúgio is a place with

creativity & art in its design dna. 

Once the home of sculptress, Luisa Constantina de Ataíde da Costa Gomes, the farm at Rabo de Peixe

has been run by the family of current owner Bernardo Brito e Abreu since the Seventeenth Century.

The farmhouse building itself of the Pico do Refúgio is an homage to art and creativity, with various

murals adorning the walls and paintings from a global array of artists dotted around everywhere for all

to admire.

The natural landscapes of the Azores and São Miguel offer the perfect creative venue for the annual

Art in Residency Programme of the Pico do Refúgio. And the iconic volcanic soils and shapes inspire

artists and creatives from around the globe - producing sculptures designed to recreate the shape of

volcanic craters themselves as shown here.

In previous incarnations the farm grew oranges and tea but now it is a haven for tourism with

numerous charming holiday cottages for rent and a popular artist in residence program.

The Pico de Refúgio Art Residency program allows for national and international artists to come to the

island and spend a period of time developing projects, with the twin aims of adding to the artist’s

portfolio and improving Pico do Refúgio’s Art and Design collection.

Every year between November and March the Pico do Refúgio hosts a series of artists in residence. The

artists are set up in a purposely designed studio with accommodation, flight tickets and the use of a

car all included in the residency package. They are normally in situ for about one month and given the

idyllic setting many don’t want to leave!

For the artists, this is an incredible opportunity to remove themselves from their everyday environment

and breathe new life into their work.  The residence effectively becomes a place of refuge, where artists

can escape the pressures of the modern world, make their mind quiet and focus on producing their

best work.

And on the work front, freedom is the operative word. The artists are given complete artistic control to

read, research, reflect, imagine, conceptualize and create artworks that will stand the test of time and

give pleasure to the visiting tourists.

Due to the success of the farm and the artist program, they have asked for the authorities to grant

architectural planning permission to expand its number of lodgings, its art studios and galleries - so

that many more artists can take part in such a wonderful residency program and guests can enjoy the

fruits of their labour.
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The tiny hilltop Pico do Refúgio on the lush
volcanic island of Sâo Miguel in the Azores
plays host to a creative palette of art, design
and heaps of nature.
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EVER BEEN TO THE
AZORES?

READ MORE

Whether you’re a seasoned visitor or
planning on your first trip, the charming
town of Brig in Switzerland is sure to
surprise. Located close to the Swiss-Italian
border, in the sunny Upper Valais, Brig is an
accessible gateway to the Alps, ski resorts
and mountains, even more, Brig is a magnet
for thrill-seekers and those with a passion for
culture and history.
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BRIG'S MOUNTAINSIDE
WORLD OF WONDER

READ MORE

Palma de Mallorca's Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art, Es Baluard hosts a
collection taken from the Serra Art
Foundation, the museum’s permanent
collection boasts works from Joan Miró,
Picasso, Magritte and local contemporary
artists like Miquel Barceló.
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ES BALUARD: PALMA DE
MALLORCA’S MODERN ART
TREASURE

READ MORE

Lisbon, Portugal's legendary capital simply
bursts with heritage, azulejo tiles, Pastéis de
Nata & art - this is a design guide you can
shop, see & drink.
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LISBON DESIGN GUIDE

READ MORE

Ahrenshoop is a little, yet longstanding
artist's village by Germany's Baltic Sea.
Follow the art trail, go for a swim or just
soak up some of its phenomenal light.
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AHRENSHOOP'S ARTIST
VILLAGE BY THE BALTIC SEA

READ MORE

While endless innovative projects continue to
pour out of Denmark and Sweden,
oftentimes their smaller but no less creative
Scandinavian sister, Norway, is overlooked.
Introducing Artscape Nordland, a permanent
exhibition of 33 spectacular sculptures
adorning 32 Norwegian municipalities.

JOURNAL

ARTSCAPE NORDLAND – A
40,000 SQUARE KILOME-
TRE ART GALLERY, NORWAY

READ MORE

Contemporary art continues to find its way
into the Alpine villages of Engadin – surely,
a reflection of the cosmopolitan and cultured
crowd that seizes upon these rural locales
each holiday season.

JOURNAL

MUZEUM SUSCH: AN
ALPINE ARTS HUB IN A TINY
VILLAGE

READ MORE

Monocle, the global affairs and lifestyle
magazine founded by Tyler Brûlé, highlights
South Tyrol in the Italian Alps for it's Travel
Top 50 Awards - see where.
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MONOCLE’S LOVE AFFAIR
WITH SOUTH TYROL

READ MORE

American artist Cindy Sherman at the
Kunstforum Wien explores the construction
of identity and representation in an
exhibition in Vienna: ‘Identity and
Transformation in Contemporary Art’
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KUNSTFORUM WIEN EX-
PLORES ‘THE CINDY SHER-
MAN EFFECT’

READ MORE

For anyone who enjoys a challenge, spending
their days in the snow and having the world
at their feet, the famous Haute Route across
the Alps is a dream come true; let us
introduce you. The Haute Route is a true
Alpine adventure in which you traverse the
Alps on foot, from Chamonix in France to
Zermatt in Switzerland, in just 10-12 days.
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THE HAUTE ROUTE – AN UL-
TIMATE ALPINE ADVENTURE

READ MORE

, 

Artsy modernism melts within aged tea
plantation walls perched upon a verdant
hilltop – a house of uninterrupted rural life
where Azorean beauty bursts from the
terracotta architecture and the scents of wild
coastal nature clean the air.

AZORES PORTUGAL

PICO DO REFÚGIO

READ MORE

Adventure cycling through the Alps is in
itself a wondrous experience – pedalling the
heights through the UNESCO Dolomites is
the peak (no pun intended) and is surely on
every cycle-adrenalin-junkies’ bucket list.
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ALPINE MOUNTAIN CY-
CLING IN THE DOLOMITES

READ MORE

VIEW MORE

SHARE

� 
 � � 	

CONTACT 
 � � 	

HOTELS HOUSES COLLABORATORS MAGAZINE JOURNAL ABOUT

SEARCH

SUBSCRIBE

A world of travel & style delivered straight to your inbox –
 join us

enter your email address  OK CLOSE

https://www.whitelinehotels.com/journal/winter/family-ski-plus-snow-in-salzburgerland-austria
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/journal/united-kingdom/scotland/north-coast-500-scotland
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/hotels/portugal/sao-miguel-azores/pico-do-refugio
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/hotels/portugal/sao-miguel-azores/pico-do-refugio
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/hotels/portugal/sao-miguel-azores/pico-do-refugio
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/journal/portugal/pico-art-residency#
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/privacy-policy
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/become-a-member-hotel
https://www.wearedelight.com/
https://workmatrix.de/
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/contact
https://twitter.com/whitelinehotels
https://uk.pinterest.com/WhiteLineHotels/
https://www.instagram.com/whitelinehotels/
https://www.facebook.com/whitelinehotels/
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/hotels
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/houses
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/collaborators
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/magazine
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/journal
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/about
https://www.whitelinehotels.com/

